Name:

Paper Chromatography of Food Dyes
Purpose – To use paper chromatography to separate and identify dye compounds in various samples.
Procedure: 
1. Take a strip of chromatography paper and roll or fold it so that it will stand on its own
2. Use toothpicks to place a spot of each of the four food colors on your chromatography paper.
3. Pour enough NaCl solution into your beaker to just cover the bottom of the beaker.

4. Place your paper in the beaker with the color-spotted end down. Leave it alone.
5. As the solution “climbs” the paper you should see separation of the dyes.  When your solution reaches almost to the top, remove it from the beaker and allow it to lie flat on the lab table and dry.
6. Repeat the procedure using new NaCl solution, and black, blue, red, and green Vis-à-vis markers.

Data:
Sketch a picture of your results for both the food coloring and the markers.


Food Colors




Markers
Conclusion:
Food Colors

Which food colors were pure substances?

____________________________________

Which food colors were mixtures?


____________________________________

Which dye compound was the most polar? 

____________________________________

Which dye compound was the least polar? 

____________________________________

Markers

Which markers were pure substances?

____________________________________

Which markers were mixtures?


____________________________________

Which dye compound was the most polar? 

____________________________________

Which dye compound was the least polar? 

____________________________________

